
REFLECTION: I remember when I was invited unexpectedly to something that turned out great... 
I remember... I remember...

CLOSING PRAYER
Let us pray: 
Lord Jesus,
We have come from all over to share this feast with  
you. May we take your invitation to be your guests 
at the heavenly table and apply it to our daily lives. 
Help us to reflect your kindness and openness to 
all those we meet this week.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.
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LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

R. have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

R. have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

R. grant us peace.

Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes 
away the sins of the world. Blessed are those 
called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy that you should 
enter under my roof, but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

OUR FATHER
At the Savior’s command and formed by divine 
teaching, we dare to say:
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against 
us, and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
R. For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

SIGN OF PEACE
Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles: 
Peace I leave you, my peace I give you; look 
not on our sins, but on the faith of your 
Church, and graciously grant her peace and 
unity in accordance with your will.

Who live and reign for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL RITE
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
May almighty God have 
mercy on us, forgive us our 
sins and bring us to 
everlasting life. 
R. Amen.

OPENING PRAYER
Let us pray:
Lord Jesus,
We come together here as 
one people to join the feast 
you have prepared for us. 
May we joyfully accept the 
the invitation to love and 
welcome one another as 
you have loved and 
welcomed us. We ask this 
in your holy name.
R. Amen.

COMMUNION

WISDOM FROM THE CELLS
If I could go back in time before being locked 

up, I would tell God how grateful I am for giving 
me a family that loves me because I know I 
haven’t always shown it. My family has always 
been close to God and they love him, even 
though they weren’t perfect. 

There were times when my parents would split 
up and live in separate places. Sometimes my 
brothers and I would stay with my dad and 
sometimes with my mom. The split would almost 
always result from alcohol and drug abuse. At 
that time, I did not understand why we had to 
split up. I felt that we were never whole during 
those times. 

Years later as a teenager I started running 
around the streets until it got to point where I 
wasn’t respecting my family and my home. I 
would go out every night and come home early in 
the morning and wake everyone up. I would 
bring my crowd to the house and bring all kinds 
of troubles. My mom was fed up because she 
wanted something better for us and I’m sure 
that looking at her children heading for self-
destruction was tearing her heart into pieces. I 
wasn’t showing that I loved and respected my 
family and my home. 

Getting locked up made me realize that I was 
putting the streets before my family and that I 
am at risk of being taken away from them. I 
know I’ve had several chances to change before, 
but now I feel ready because I know what is 
truly important. 

- José, who is in a juvenile hall.
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MEDITATION: BANQUET FOR ALLLITURGY OF THE WORD

the house by the lake 
stood out
its view was overpowering 
so easy to watch the sun
drop behind the mountains 
jacob the owner 
of this house
was the best doctor 
in capernaum
we were walking 
along the shore
jacob was inviting us
to help him with his party
this evening
he was inviting 
all of the important people 
of the city

jacob had a good heart 
we brought our musical 
instruments to play 
and our hands ready to help 
to make this a good event

the sun was setting
the messengers 
started to arrive
their masters were 
very busy tonight  
sorry 
but they send their regrets
another messenger 
was arriving 
sorry but my master 
is taking a trip
we had prepared 
three lambs
the smells invigorated 
the afternoon air

jesus
sat down next to jacob
whose face reflected 
sadness and anxiety
why aren’t any 
of those invited coming?
all of them were too busy 
with their excuses

jacob
jesus said
look at all this food 
you cannot waste it
jesus was pointing to 
the poor part of capernaum
why don’t you invite 
those who have been 

following us?
they won’t let you down

but jesus
i have never walked 
in that part of town
jesus grabbed his cloak
and said let’s go
we began to walk down 
the steepest street
invite those here
there are two men
living in tents

walking further on
jesus knocked on the door
at the end of the street
a woman whose world 
was dark
whose vision 
had been blocked
recognized jesus’ voice
and she joined our group 

we passed two prostitutes 
exhausted and half asleep 
inviting them also

we stopped by where
the homeless slept
jesus found three 
still awake
they could not walk 
very well 
so we assisted them

we made our way 
back slowly 
being joined by others
even the motley 
street children had joined us

all those who supposedly 
were too busy to come to 
the party suddenly 
appeared gazing down 
on us from their balconies
as we passed
ridiculing us
but we were having 
a good time together

when we arrived 
at jacob’s house
the sun had set
there was a breeze 
off the lake

Second Reading: Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20
Brothers and sisters:
I know how to live in humble circumstances; I know 
also how to live with abundance. In every 
circumstance and in all things I have learned the 
secret of being well fed and of going hungry, of living 
in abundance and of being in need. I can do all things 
in him who strengthens me. Still, it was kind of you to 
share in my distress. My God will fully supply 
whatever you need, in accord with his glorious riches 
in Christ Jesus. To our God and Father, glory forever 
and ever. Amen.

The Word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

First Reading: Isaiah 25:6-10A
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will provide for all 
peoples a feast of rich food and choice wines, juicy, rich 
food and pure, choice wines. On this mountain he will 
destroy the veil that veils all peoples, the web that is 
woven over all nations; he will destroy death forever. The 
Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from every face; the 
reproach of his people he will remove from the whole 
earth; for the LORD has spoken. On that day it will be 
said: "Behold our God, to whom we looked to save us! 
This is the LORD for whom we looked; let us rejoice and 
be glad that he has saved us!" For the hand of the LORD 
will rest on this mountain.

The Word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Matthew 22:1-10
Jesus again in reply spoke to the chief priests and elders 
of the people in parables, saying, "The kingdom of 
heaven may be likened to a king who gave a wedding 
feast for his son. He dispatched his servants to summon 
the invited guests to the feast, but they refused to come. 
A second time he sent other servants, saying, 'Tell those 
invited: "Behold, I have prepared my banquet, my calves 
and fattened cattle are killed, and everything is ready; 
come to the feast."' Some ignored the invitation and went  
away, one to his farm, another to his business. The rest 
laid hold of his servants, mistreated them, and killed 
them. The king was enraged and sent his troops, 
destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then 
he said to his servants, 'The feast is ready, but those who 
were invited were not worthy to come. Go out, therefore, 
into the main roads and invite to the feast whomever you  
find.' The servants went out into the streets and gathered 
all they found, bad and good alike, and the hall was filled 
with guests."

The Gospel of the Lord. 
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

the stars were appearing
and the food was ready

i sat with jesus 
around a table with maria 
a prostitute
with tobias and lazarus 
two street children
with daniel 
who had a skin disease
with susana 
who was partially crippled

the candles from the 
middle of the table 
cast light on their 
joyful faces
maria asked if this is 
what the kingdom of god 
is going to be like

who would have ever 
thought we would be 
sitting here in such 
wonderful company
enjoying such a 
delicious meal
overlooking the lake?

jesus looked at maria 
did you know that jacob 
invited all those who live 
around here?
none of them could make it 
they live isolated 
from each other
i saw some of them 
watching us 
how many times
have i tried to speak
to their hearts 
but could not reach them
they are so self-reliant
but everyone here tonight
knows they can never 
make it on their own

jesus continued
tonight my friends 
we are celebrating 
how we are at a banquet 
celebrating 
the kingdom of god 
which is very different 
from other banquets 
where only the pure dine

Responsorial Psalm: Psalms 23:1-3A, 3B-4, 5, 6
R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days 
of my life.

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
In verdant pastures he gives me repose;
beside restful waters he leads me;
he refreshes my soul.

R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days 
of my life.

He guides me in right paths for his name's sake.
Even though I walk in the dark valley
I fear no evil; for you are at my side
with your rod and your staff 
that give me courage.

R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days 
of my life.

You spread the table before me
in the sight of my foes;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.

R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days 
of my life.

jesus looked about him
his heart was full
the stars were 
ever brighter
the music began 

the rejected of society
those who live hidden
isolated from the decent
pushed back their chairs
and helped 
each other up
if i had not been there
i could never have 
believed it
there was a tenderness
a care shown
as they moved
to the musical chords 
filling the night

it was as if for this 
very brief time
they could really taste
what it is to be 
participating in 
god’s banquet
where who they are
is truly valued 
they enjoyed the music
and each other’s 
company until the sun 
came up

jacob never again 
had a party
with those 
he normally invited 
that night changed him
he was no longer 
a stranger to where 
the rejected lived
he now shares meals 
with them in their homes

every year 
on the same day 
he invites them to 
return to his house 
to celebrate belonging 
to god’s kingdom

jacob 
that night at the banquet
had never seen 
such happiness


