
REFLECTION: I remember a time when I chose the path of light over darkness and death. 
I remember... I remember...

CLOSING PRAYER
Let us pray: 
Heavenly Father, help us to refresh ourselves by 
taking a plunge into the thoughts, words, and 
actions of your Son, Jesus. Let him bless us with 
the Holy Spirit and allow the fire of our faith to 
burn deep within us.

We ask this in the name of Christ, our Lord.
R. Amen.
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LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

R. have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

R. have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

R. grant us peace.

Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes 
away the sins of the world. Blessed are those 
called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy that you should 
enter under my roof, but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

OUR FATHER
At the Savior’s command and formed by divine 
teaching, we dare to say:
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against 
us, and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
R. For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

SIGN OF PEACE
Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles: 
Peace I leave you, my peace I give you; look 
not on our sins, but on the faith of your 
Church, and graciously grant her peace and 
unity in accordance with your will.

Who live and reign for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL RITE
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
May almighty God have 
mercy on us, forgive us our 
sins and bring us to 
everlasting life. 
R. Amen.

OPENING PRAYER
Let us pray:
Lord, lead us to renew our 
baptism in choosing new 
life in Jesus. Give us the 
strength to overcome 
darkness with your burning  
fire and bless us with the 
Holy Spirit. 

We ask this in the name of 
Jesus, our Savior.
R. Amen.

COMMUNION

WISDOM FROM THE CELLS 
I remember after getting locked up, I told 

myself I was fed up with the unreasonable 
decisions I was making. During this time, I 
remember my family was getting ready to move 
to a different state. In many ways I was 
feeling a little bit forgotten and alone. 

During my incarceration I decided I was 
going to start to dedicate my life to God. I 
knew that in reality this was going to be 
difficult, but I was sober and I had become the 
enemy of Satan. With time, I was feeling more 
at peace but deep in my heart, I wanted to 
see my mom one more time before she left. 

After receiving my sacraments at juvenile 
hall, my mother was able to come visit me. I 
remember being so happy that I cried when I 
saw her. Fr. Mike put oil in our hands that day. 
The smell of the oil in my hands and in my 
mother’s hands was, to me, a reminder from 
God that everything was going to be alright. I 
felt like a new man. My mother had suffered so 
much throughout this process, but I was 
starting to see that she, too, was healing her 
heart.

As we hugged one last time at the end of the 
visit, I remember my mom told me that 
everything was going to be okay. I told her “I 
love you” and left everything in God’s hands. 
Today I am a healed man. Even though I didn’t 
know when I would see my mother again, my 
heart was moved and shined bright with new 
light. I knew Jesus was there for me. 

- Edward, who is in a California State Prison.
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MEDITATION: A NAME, A CHANGELITURGY OF THE WORD

(from the eyes of daniel)

i didn't want to go
see this one
but my mother
still had the power
to drag me
and my two brothers
to the water

i looked into her eyes 
and they were sad
her face carried 
a certain heaviness
that was strong

we walked down the hill
and came to the shore
of the river

i could not believe it 
my mom was getting me
into this religious stuff

standing right next to me
was a paisa
he looks like he was from
some hick village

he stood
looking out at this 
crazy preacher
called john the baptist
after submerging 
a young woman
in the strange rite 
of baptism

john 
the one baptizing
comes over
and says 
cousin jesus?
whom they called chuy
what are you doing here?

chuy says
john 
i want to be baptized
but not alone
i want this family
next to me
to go with me
into the water

i could not believe this
just wait a minute
i said
this is not my thing
i am from jordan locos

this is not my thing 
we pray to the dark one
but this paisa ignored me

john
let's go
jesus took his sandals off
and pointed at me
something about his eyes
told me not to mess 
with him

so i began to wade 
into the water
with john
my family
and jesus

this was too much

i was just glad
none of my homeboys 
can see me now
their tattooed horns
would burn them to death 

we got into the middle 
of the river

jesus asked 
what my name was
i told him they called me 
ghost

he asked me
how old i was
and why i was so angry

here i was 
in the middle of the river
and a campesino 
from nazareth
with a strong accent
and dark skin
is asking me
why i'm so angry

jesus says
let's begin 

so john the baptist 
shoves all five of us 
below the river
i was just about 
to complain
to myself again
when it happened

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:1-3
Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of  
God, and Sosthenes our brother, to the church of God 
that is in Corinth, to you who have been sanctified in 
Christ Jesus, called to be holy, with all those everywhere 
who call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their 
Lord and ours. Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

First Reading: Isaiah 49:3, 5-6
The LORD said to me: You are my servant,
Israel, through whom I show my glory.
Now the LORD has spoken
who formed me as his servant from the womb,
that Jacob may be brought back to him
and Israel gathered to him;
and I am made glorious in the sight of the LORD,
and my God is now my strength!
It is too little, the LORD says, for you to be my servant,
to raise up the tribes of Jacob,
and restore the survivors of Israel;
I will make you a light to the nations,
that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.

The Word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: John 1:29-34
John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him and said,
"Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world. He is the one of whom I said, 'A man is coming after  
me who ranks ahead of me because he existed before me.'
I did not know him, but the reason why I came baptizing 
with water was that he might be made known to Israel."
John testified further, saying, "I saw the Spirit come down 
like a dove from heaven and remain upon him.
I did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize 
with water told me, 'On whomever you see the Spirit come 
down and remain, he is the one who will baptize with the 
Holy Spirit.' Now I have seen and testified that he is the 
Son of God."

The Gospel of the Lord. 
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

i was under the water
like in a dream
the face of my father
came alive
i saw him beating 
my mother
i could actually feel 
his punches to my face
i wanted to breathe 
but i couldn't

i saw my mother's face
i saw her by the window
waiting for me all night 
to come back home
from all my foolishness
i saw the harm 
i had caused to so many 

who am i?

screaming below the river
it was totally dark
then i felt the hand
of this campesino
on top of my head
it was strong and firm
a voice saying:
daniel
you need to change
let go of all your hate
your anger is killing you 
in every way

in my mind i was thinking
yes paisa
you win
i do let go of all this evil
it has only made me 
more destructive
and so far from 
really being happy
or peaceful

i have been miserable
but when i looked 
into your eyes
at the bank of the river
i saw a peace
that i have longed for 
all my life

yes jesus
i do want to be happy
i can't lie
the way i live 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9
R. Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.

I have waited, waited for the LORD,
and he stooped toward me and heard my cry.
And he put a new song into my mouth,
a hymn to our God. 

R. Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.
Sacrifice or offering you wished not,
but ears open to obedience you gave me.
Holocausts or sin-offerings you sought not;
then said I, "Behold I come."

R. Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.
"In the written scroll it is prescribed for me,
to do your will, O my God, is my delight,
and your law is within my heart!"

R. Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.

has only let me
fall into self-hate
so deep
that i am afraid of it

jesus
help me change
with this baptism

finally 
jesus took his hands
off my head
and i emerged
from the river 
from the darkness 
i was baptized

my mother looked at me
and she knew
something had changed

her son
who always had 
an attitude
who was always angry
was actually smiling now

i went over to my mother
and said
mom
i am sorry 
please forgive me 
and she said 
the most important words 
i have ever heard
of course, son
i forgive you

at that very moment
a voice vibrant 
sounded from above

this is my beloved son
listen to him

it all made sense
of course
this is god's beloved son
and he is inviting me
to be his brother
and son of his abba 

i looked over at chuy
for the first time
after the baptism
of course he knew

and jesus, i said
my name is daniel 


